
Flesch Test  
 
 
 
 
A plain language reading ease scoring method, created by Rudolf Flesch in the early 1940s, which is based on a 
combination of sentence length and how many syllables are used.  

 
Methodology:  
Step 1. Count the words. 
 Count as single words contractions, hyphenated words, abbreviations, figures, symbols and their 

combination, e.g., wouldn’t, full-length, TV, 17, & $15, 7%  
 
Step 2. Count the syllables.  
 Count the syllables in words as they are pronounced. Count abbreviations, figures, symbols and their 

combinations as one-syllable words. If a word has two accepted pronunciations, use the one with fewer 
syllables. If in doubt, check a dictionary. 

 
Step 3. Count the sentences. 
 Count as a sentence each full unit of speech marked off by a period, colon, semicolon, dash, question mark 

or exclamation point. Disregard paragraph breaks, colons, semicolons, dashes or initial capitals within a 
sentence. 

 
Step 4. Figure the average number of syllables per word. 
 Divide the number of syllables by the number of words. 
 
Step 5. Figure the average number of words per sentence. 
 Divide the number of words by the number of sentences. 
 
Step 6. Find the readability score. 
 Find the average sentence length and word length of the piece on the chart below. Then, find your 

readability score by taking a straightedge and connecting the two figures. The intersection of the 
straightedge and the center column shows the readability score. 

 
You can also use this formula:  
Multiply the average sentence length by 1.015  
Multiply the average word length by 84.6  
Add the two numbers. Subtract this sum from 206.835  
The balance is your readability score.  
 
Test only the running text of a piece of writing. Skip titles, headings, subheads, section and paragraph numbers, 

captions, date lines and signature lines. 
 
Here is another table that may be useful. 
 

SCORE SCHOOL LEVEL EXAMPLE 
90 TO 100 5TH Grade Comics (92) 

80 to 90 6th Grade Consumer Ads (82) 

70 to 80 7th Grade Typical Movie Magazine (75) 

60 to 70 8th and 9th Grade Reader’s Digest (65); Sports Illustrated (63) 

50 to 60 10th to 12th Grade (high school) Atlantic Monthly (57); Time (52) 

30 to 50 College Wall Street Journal (43); New York Times (39) 

0 to 30 College Graduate Standard Auto Insurance Policy (10) 

Below 0  Internal Revenue Code (minus 6) 
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The scale shows scores from 0 to 100. Zero means practically unreadable and 100 means 
extremely easy. The minimum score for Plain English is 60, or about 20 words per sentence and 
11/2 syllables per word. Conversational English for consumers should score at least 80, or about 
15 words per sentence and 1 1/2 syllables per word. 
 
For additional information, visit this site: 
http://www.dickinson.edu/~braught/courses/cs132f02/labs/lab07.html 
 
_____________________   
Information gleaned from: 
http://www.mang.canterbury.ac.nz/courseinfo/AcademicWriting/Flesch.htm 
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